
Tickets available online or cash at the gate

Enjoy eight very different and exceptional gardens as residents of
Goring-on-Thames open their family-friendly gates for an

afternoon of pure horticultural pleasure. These gardens are
spread across the village (approx. 2 miles end to end), so feel

free to decide your own route.
 

Children's poetry from the local schools will be featured and
played in the gardens, as well as plant sales, teas, cakes,

refreshments and entertainment to enjoy. 

t h e g a p f e s t i v a l . o r g
2 n d - 1 2 t h  J u n e  2 0 2 2

Main Festival Sponsor

# G A P F e s t i v a l

Friday 3rd June   12.30pm - 5pm 

O P E N  G A R D E N S

The Garden Trail

GORING-ON-THAMES

Come and explore Streatley-on-Thames Open Gardens too

Friday 10th June     12.30pm - 5pm

Please note: parking is 
limited in the villages. 

Blue Badge parking at many gardens by prior arrangement
please email opengardens@gapfestival.org

Sponsored by



Created in the late 1890s, Rest Harrow’s garden was originally used as a market garden as well as a
recreational space as was common in large houses in Victorian times, including a grass tennis
court. Lawns and large herbaceous borders surround the house to provide all year-round
horticultural interest. The old edging stones that delineated the original fruit, vegetable and flower
beds have been reused in the gradual redesign. Many of the original plants and trees remain
including the yew hedge, a magnificent wisteria, arguably the most extensive in Goring, several
ancient apple trees and two giant walnut trees. The large Victorian green house and the traditional
summer house are still in use. The garden recently featured in the BBC TV programme ‘Britain in
Bloom.’ A plant sale will be held and all proceeds donated to Goring Gap in Bloom.

NOTE: The garden has several steep flights of steps and an open pond.

Friars Ford is a Victorian Gothic house built c1908. The gardens and grounds have a range of
mature trees, including Oak, Beech, Chestnut, Maple, Hornbeam and Scots Pines. An orchard
planted during WW2 contains apple trees, plus cherry, pear, plum, damson and walnut. The new
avenue of lime trees was planted to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. The formal gardens surround
the house. The rear lawns feature a Kinetic piece of art co-designed by David Bermingham and
an Armillary Sphere designed by David Harber. The lawns run to a new stone haha, beyond
which rare breed sheep graze the paddocks down to the river and boat house.

NOTE: Uneven areas of paving, marked hazards and ‘no entry’ areas; please respect and keep children
close at all times. 

Nun’s Acre, a riverside mansion, was built in 1886. Its landscaped grounds sloped down to the
Thames, intersected by ‘Lovers’ Lane’ (now the Ridgeway Path). The property was demolished in
the 1960s and some of the land was retained as a communal space. The original layout of
paths and some of the 19c trees have also survived, including a large western cedar. Mixed
hedges surround three sides and the area replanted informally with wildlife friendly trees,
shrubs, perennials and spring bulbs. Tea and cakes will be served in aid of The GAP Festival and
Goring Gap in Bloom. Why not bring your own picnic and enjoy/make the most of the
wonderful setting?

NOTE:  Sloping garden, uneven surfaces, poisonous plants/seeds, low tree branches and open 
           riverbank. Visitors are responsible for their own safety and should supervise children at all times. 

Created over the last 20 years, by owner and garden designer, Rob Jones of The Garden Design
Company, Rivermead features some stunning cut flower, fruit and veg gardens and several areas
of meadow to keep Rob's bees in a state of ecstasy. It is designed to have a series of distinct
rooms, that blend into the distance. A petting zoo is available for young ones to enjoy. Rob and
some of his team will be on hand to chat and offer advice on how his organic approach can be
applied to your garden. Teas, cakes and a fabulous selection of plants will be for sale.

NOTE: Please be cautious near the greenhouse and around any animals. 

Closed to the public for c30 years, this infamous 1.5 acre garden has been classically designed
and divided into a series of secluded ‘areas.’ A spectacular Wisteria-filled terrace fronts onto
the mill pond and the Fountain garden. Various routes lead you along the mill tail via a stunning
timber greenhouse through to the Italian garden that is overlooked by the Norman Tower of St
Thomas of Canterbury Church. Beyond this sits the private island garden, a secluded oasis for its
former owner, full of mature specimen trees, and a manicured croquet lawn. 
Please enter from the side gate close to the church. Teas, cakes and refreshments for sale
with proceeds to the St Thomas of Canterbury Church.

NOTE: The garden has some narrow paths and steps and runs down to the open riverbank and swimming
pool. Visitors are responsible for their own safety and children should be supervised at all times. 

A secluded walled garden with mixed beds, a small parterre with ‘edible planting’ including
lavender and rosemary which opens onto lawn and an ornamental pond. In the grounds of an old
Stables, with entrance off Ferry Lane, this charming peaceful haven gives views towards the
Holies. 

NOTE: Wheelchair accessible, optional steps to terrace. No through road – wheelchair parking by
arrangement. An open pond, slippery surfaces in wet, low edging walls.

8.    Friars Ford, Manor Road, Goring, RG8 9ED

3.    Rest Harrow, Cleeve Road, Goring, RG8 9BH

4.    Nun’s Acre River Garden, 1 Nuns Acre, Goring, RG8 9BE

7.    Rivermead, Manor Road, Goring, RG8 9ED

Built c1830, the original Georgian footprint includes Victorian and contemporary additions. During
WW1 it became a Red Cross auxiliary hospital for recuperating soldiers. Sitting in five acres, it
includes a walled garden (originally the kitchen garden) with a restored Victorian glasshouse. The
south-facing garden leads to a managed wildflower meadow with views across the Goring Gap;
white helleborine, bee and spotted orchids have been found. An insect hotel and a hive for a
bumble bee colony add to the meadow habitat. At the rear, native deciduous trees from the
Woodland Trust (beech, oak and disease-resistant ash) have been added to a small wood planted
with native English bluebells including a wildlife pond. 
Children's poetry display in the meadow. 

NOTE: Uneven surfaces, some steps and gravel. Please supervise children; be careful around greenhouse
and pond.

1.    Battle House, Elvendon Rd, Goring, RG8 0DT 5.   Mill Cottage, Lock Approach, Goring, RG8 9AD 

6.    Ferry Lodge, Ferry Lane, Goring, RG8 9DX

Springhill house was built around 1900 and the garden backs onto fields. It has been adapted to
accommodate 3 children, a dog and now a more adult pace of life. It’s on a chalk slope and its
aim is to live with the impoverished soil, plenty of shade from trees (sadly some lost in the recent
storm) and erratic time to put into growing some of our own food and cutting flowers. 

NOTE: Steep winding path with uneven surface and steps and gravel, not suitable for wheelchairs. 

2.   Springhill House, 31 Springhill Rd, Goring, RG8 0BY

Share your photos using #GAPFestival


